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could quite well make friends with a man of
the Left, too, if that suited his plans.
His wife's salon was one of tie high-lights
of Paris society life. This hostess could boast
of the most wide-flung variety of important
people amongst her guests: and there they
met Abetz, the German arch-spy (now, as
German Minister to the Vichy Government,
the true Statthalter of France). " A Minis-
ter's wife" figured prominently in the
whispers at the time when Abetz was expelled
from France, and it was known that she had
repeatedly boasted " to have great influence
with her husband ".
There were, it is true, other influential
groups which partly concurred, partly com-
peted with the first. A pro-Italian clique
opposed the pro-German clan. Its head
was Pierre Laval, of whom we shall hear
more in later chapters. It was no less
active, and disposed of equally great means,
which assured it considerable support in
the Press. These people gave themselves,
moreover, an air of being less treacherous
than the pro-Germans. In fact, they posed
as wardens of national interests champion-
ing a policy which would ward off Hitler
by steering France into an alliance with
Italy. Laval, a master of lobbying, kept